MARCH, 




83 

species, being found in abundance on road sides 
and in moist meadows, bearing a yellow blossom 
about the size of the Buttercup, and similar to it 
in shape ; the leaves spread on the ground, are di- 
vided and whitish beneath, varying much in the 
degree of silkiness, according to soil and situation. 
The Shrubby Cinquefoil (P. Fruticosa ) is not 
unfrequent in rocky and bushy places, but the 
strawberry-flowered Cinquefoil (P. Rupestris J, 
is very rare, bearing large white flowers. The 
orange, spring, alpine, white, and three-toothed 
species grow also in particular localities in Eng- 
land and Scotland, whilst the common creeping 
Cinquefoil, (P. Reptans) grows in abundance 
about our hedges, banks, and borders of fields in 
most counties. The name is derived from potens, 
powerful, from the medicinal properties ascribed 
to some of the species. 

THE COMMON COLTSFOOT. 

Tussildgo farfara. 

Class, Syngenesia Order, polygamia superfl.ua j 
N. O. Compositae. 

The blossoms of this plant appear before the leaves, 
are of a bright yellow, and finelyrayed; itdelights 
in moist and clayey soils, where it is too frequent, 
being a great pest to the farmer, whose power to 


the yew tree. 
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eradicate it from his ground, when once it has ta- 
ken root, it will defy. The name is derived from 
tussis, cough ; and ago, to expel. The leaves are 
bitter, and a tea made from them was formerly 
much used for coughs and pulmonary complaints, 
and are sometimes dried and smoked as tobacco 
by persons afflicted with the asthma ; the downy 
substance of the leaves, dipped in a solution of salt- 
petre, makes excellent tinder. Another plant or 
similar habits and growing in sandy meadows where 
water occasionally stands, (to which it is very in- 
jurious) and also by river and brook sides, is call- 
ed the Butter Bur {PetasUes vulgaris) or {Tusi- 
Idgo PetasUes of Linnseus). The leaves are very 
large, the root extensively creeping, and the flow- 
ers are of a pale flesh colour, growing in bunches. 
The Swedish farmers grow this plant near their 
bee-hives on account of its early blossoming. It 
is named from Petasis, a covering, from 
its large sized leaves, which are sometimes two feet 
in diameter, the largest of any British plant. 

THE YEW TREE 
Taxus haceata. 

Dioecia, monadelpliia. Nat. Ord. Coniferss. 

Taxus was the ancient name used by Pliny, which 
word is supposed to be derived from the Greek 


